HENRY KERSTETTER (1844-1888) AND SUSAN PORTZL INE (1840-1898)

Henry was the youngest of the children of Lewis Kerstetter and Catharine Herrold. He was
born on Jan. 4, 1844, in Snyder County and drowned in a canal boat accident on June 2, 1888.
His wife Susan Portzline was born in 1840 and died in 1898.

Henry and Susan had seven children.

Children Biographical Information*
William H. Born in November 1863
(Jumbo) Married Minerva Herrold on Dec. 23, 1886

Died May 24, 1914

Uriah C. Born Nov. 2, 1865
Married Mary C. Long (July 5, 1868-Jan. 26, 1896) on March 6, 1888
Died Oct. 30, 1939

Blanton Forest Born Aug. 2, 1867

(Dole) Married Sarah Elizabeth (Sallie) Benner (Jan. 29, 1871-1957)
on Aug. 29, 1889
Died in 1940

Lydia A. (Lillie) Born about 1869

Francis Jerome Born in May 1873
Married Alda Dora Heim on Aug. 23, 1895
Died Jan. 20, 1920

Kate Born about 1876

Abraham Oscar Born Sept. 20, 1880
Died Nov. 11, 1948

Family stories told to Henry’s grandson Norman C. Kerstetter recalled Henry as a small man
with a mustache. When not boating on the canals along the Susquehanna, he travelled the
countryside with his big black stallion, which serviced mares for a fee. He was known as “the
little man with the big stallion.™?

Henry was one of a number of Kerstetters who worked on the canals during the 19th century
and into the early 20th century. He drowned in the canal in an accident at Bucks Lock below
Middletown. He was removing the tiller from the rudder post to pass under a low bridge when
the tiller hit him on the head and knocked him overboard.



Susan was described as tall and robust. She had coarse features and heavy lips, and her hair
was pulled back tight into a knot and secured with a large hairpin. She carried a package of
Galen-Axe or Five Brothers tobacco in her apron pocket to smoke in her clay pipe.

As a boatman’s wife, Susan lived on the canal boat with Henry from April through November
during the early years of their marriage. After the birth of their third son Blanton Forrest in
1867, Susan left boating and lived ashore the entire year.

» The first child of Henry and Susan, was William H., a huge man who weighed about 350
pounds and was nicknamed Jumbo.? He started out as a boatman like his father and several of
his brothers, but later was the proprietor of the Hotel McKees Half Falls, where rooms went
for $1 a night or $4 a week.

Jumbo and Minerva had two children: Jennie E., born in February 1887, and Mabel J., born in
January 1890.

Jumbo had a down-home sense of humor, as reported many years later in the Duncannon
Record. His business card carried this helpful information: “Guests who are afflicted with
Baseball Fever will find a Pitcher on the Stand and a Catcher under the Bed.” Among his other
ditties were: “If the bell in your room is broken, ring the towel,” and “To prevent guests from
carrying fruit from the table, we will have no fruit.”

In his will, written Aug. 31, 1912, Jumbo left all his property to his wife. The estate was later
valued at $1,499, including a mortgage of $500 and $750 in cash. The building he used as a
hotel was still standing in 1990. It was located at the intersection of the road that cuts off
Route 15 just north of McKees Half Falls.

» Uriah and Mary C. had three children: Clinton, born in October 1887; Susan, born in
October 1889; and Ellen, born in December 1890. Uriah wrote his son a note on Sept. 1, 1939,
that served as his last will and testament.*

| am going to the hospital this morning for an operation. McKay says | have
from five to six quarts of water in my system, has to be taken out. | didn’t ask
him, but I guess | have dropsy. . . There is no other way out, so | have to get
this done to save my life. If anything should hapen [sic] that | should drop out,
then settle things up the best you can. . . My children are all to share alike and
you Clinton Kerstetter is to be the executor. | made no will. Don’t hunt for any.
If I get over this, I will make one latter [sic]. . .

The inheritance tax records listed the value of Uriah’s estate at $1,739, including a farm in
Washington Township of about 81 acres valued at $1,600. “Land rather hilly” and “Buildings
in Poor Condition” the appraiser wrote.

Uriah and Mary C. are buried at Hall’s Church cemetery.



» Blanton Forest and Sarah Elizabeth or Sallie Benner were married on Aug. 29, 1889. They
had six children: Norman Clayton (March 25, 1890-Aug. 3, 1981), Harry Forest (Jan. 18,
1892-1988), William Arlington (Nov. 28, 1893-Sept. 19, 1959), Esther Alice (April 15,
1896-March 31, 1986), Charlotte Rachel (March 18, 1898-Nov. 4, 1985), and Ella
(1900-1924).°

Blanton Forest was named by his mother, the wife of a canal boatman, for the Chesapeake Bay
steamer Blanton Forest that towed convoys of canal boats from Havre de Grace, Maryland,
near the mouth of the Susquehanna River to Baltimore. He was also known as Dole, and he
and Sallie were known to their grandchildren as Pappy and Mammy.

“We knew him as a ‘Dutchman’ with heavy accent who spoke Low German or Dutch in the
presence of the kids when we were not to know the contents of the adult conversations or
when he wanted to express himself better to those who understood the Dutch,” his grandson
Elbert recalled in 1990.°

Dole took over the canal boat after his father’s death in 1888 and also tried his hand at
farming. After moving to the Sunbury area, he worked at the Susquehanna silk mill, later
known as Sunbury Textile Mills.

Sallie helped to supplement the family income by tying “lingles” or strings attached to wire
weights that were used on the looms in the silk mill. She worked at home and could keep tying
without missing the conversation around her.

Both Dole and Sallie were fond of children and raised two of their granddaughters from an
early age until their marriages because of a divorce in the family.

Blanton Forest and Sarah are buried in Pomfret Manor Cemetery in Sunbury, Pennsylvania.

» Jerome and Alda Dora Heim had a son William Walter, born in March 1896. The family
was living in Selinsgrove, Pennslvania, in 1910.

At the time of his death in 1920, Jerome had a farm in West Perry Township, a house in Mt.
Pleasant Mills and the Washington House Hotel in Middleburg. The total value of his estate
was $10,774. The individual items assessed for inheritance tax also included 450 railroad ties,
lumber, 35,000 shingles, a manure spreader, a lime and fertilizer spreader, and 290 bushels of
oats and corn.

» Abraham and his wife Kathryn had a son Russell Francis, born about 1903. Kathryn was
born about 1886 and died sometime after 1910. Abraham, or Ape as he was sometimes called,
was quite tall and soft-spoken. The family was living in Chapman Township at the time of the
1920 census.



Although the couple had only one child, they had 12 grandchildren, the oldest named Welcome
and nicknamed Turk.’

In his will, Abraham left his son Russell only $1. A quarter of the estate went to Welcome and
the rest to a Mrs. Grace Cornelius. The estate was valued at $2,926 and consisted mainly of a

30-acre farm in the Village of Hoffer. Claims against the estate, including $1,720 in loans from
the First National Bank of Swineford, funeral and legal expenses, and a claim of $840 filed by

son Russell, added up to $3,734.

» Nothing more is known about Lillie and Kate, the two daughters of Henry and Susan.

ENDNOTES

1. Information in the table comes from Snyder County Marriages, 1835-1899, compiled by
George W. Wagenseller (Middleburgh: Wagenseller Publishing Co., 1988), census
records, and Snyder County estate records. Abraham’s birth date comes from his World
War | draft registration record.

2. This paragraph and much of the information on the next page on Henry and his son
Jumbo was collected by Norman C. Kerstetter and compiled by his son Elbert S.
Kerstetter of Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania.

3. In some records, he is listed as William P., and his wife’s first name is spelled Menerva.

4.  Portions of the note are difficult to decipher. Aside from the spelling mistakes that were
retained in this text, the note had very few capital letters and no punctuation.

5. Norman married Katie Arthula Malick, Harry married Ruth Forsythe, William Arlington
or Arly married Mabel Sophia Baylor, Esther married Ralph Emerick, Charlotte or
Lottie married J.D. Kunkel, and Ella married Charles Egan.

6. The rest of this section also comes from Elbert S. and Norman C. Kerstetter.

7. Eleven of the 12 grandchildren of Abraham O. are named in the obituary of his grandson
Abraham F. of Port Trevorton (born in 1929, died Sept. 6, 1989). The other ten are
Welcome of RD 1, Port Trevorton, Alfred of Harrisburg, Glen of Shersmans Dale,
Ronald of Audubon, Evelyn Dressler of Thompsontown, Virginia VVolgelong of
Mechanicsburg, Anita Koeno of Hope Lawn, N.J., Ardella Billman of Dauphin, Hilda
Bodie, and Larry of Newville.



