
LEWIS KERSTETTER (1803-1879) AND CATHARINE HERROLD (1806-1886)

Lewis or Ludwig Kerstetter was born on July 5, 1803, in Pennsylvania. He was a farmer, and
census records suggest he lived his entire life in what is now Chapman Township in Snyder
County. He died on April 1, 1879, of apoplexy or stroke, according to the obituary notice
published in the April 16 edition of the Selinsgrove Times. He is buried in the cemetery at
Hall’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, now Zion Lutheran Church, near McKees Half Falls.

Lewis married Catharine (Kate) Herrold about 1827. Catharine was born on April 15, 1806, to
Friederich and Catarina Herrold. Catharine died on Feb. 22, 1886, and is buried beside Lewis
at Hall’s Church cemetery.1

Lewis and Catharine had eight children.

Children Biographical Information2

Edward Born about 1828

Catharine Born Dec. 8, 1829
Married Feb. 19, 1853 to Henry Diehl (April 9, 1829-Oct. 21, 1895)
Died July 21, 1911

Frederick Born about 1832

Anna Born in 1834
Married Jonathan Newman

Leha Born in 1836

David H. Born Feb. 24, 1839
Married Sarah S. Strawser (June 9, 1837-Sept. 19, 1913)
Died March 26, 1902

John L. Born in 1841
Married (1) Mary Minerva (Nov. 27, 1851-Aug. 17, 1887); 
and (2) Sophia C. Rhoades (1856-Feb. 4, 1940)

  Died Dec. 21, 1920

Henry Born Jan. 4, 1844
Married Susan Portzline (1840-1898)
Died June 2, 1888



Lewis first appears in the census records in 1830. He and his young family were living on a
farm in Chapman Township. An older woman, aged 50 to 60, was also living with the family
that year.

Lewis retired from farming sometime before the 1870 census. He and Catharine were living
with their son Edward and his family in 1870. After Lewis’ death, Catharine apparently stayed
on in the family home until her own death. The 1880 census lists her and a sister Anna Herrold
Rehrer living next to her sons Frederick and Henry and their families.

Lewis was probably a well-to-do farmer by the standards of his day. The 1860 census lists real
estate valued at $6,100, and personal property valued at $500. An inventory of his estate filed
in the Snyder County Courthouse showed goods, chattels and credits of $382.62. Among the
items listed were a black cow valued at $20, a bull at $5, a sheep and two lambs at $4, three
shoats at $9, a buggy and harness at $9, a sleigh at $5, a copper kettle at $8 and a hay rake at
$8.

By far the greatest part of the assets aside from land was money and interest owed to him
totalling $291.86. The names in the account show that Lewis had loaned money to four of his
sons and his son-in-law Jonathan Newman. One of the accounts was recorded as a judgement
against a John G. Kerstetter, probably the son of his cousin Philip Kerstetter.

The children of Lewis and Catharine and their families appear in census records in the latter
half of the 19th century and early 20th century.

•    Edward married relatively late in life. He and his wife Rachel, born about 1838, were living
with Lewis and Catharine at the time of the 1870 census. In the 1880 census, they were in
nearby Susquehanna Township in Juniata County. The names of the children and their
approximate years of birth were: Emma (1865), Ellen (1866), Ida (1867), Lloyd (1869), Elmer
(1871), Irvin (1872), Simon (1872), Austin (1875) and Howard (1879).

•    Catharine and Henry Diehl were living in Perry Township of Snyder County in 1860.
Catharine was baptised March 28, 1830, at Botschaft Lutheran and Reformed Church, known
locally as Grubb’s Church, in Chapman Township. Her grandmother Catarina Herrold is listed
in the church records as the sponsor at the baptism.3

•    Frederick and Lydia and their children were living in Chapman Township in 1880.4 The
names of the children and their approximate years of birth were: Edward (1856), Lewis (1858),
Jacob (1861), Jane (1862-1879), Lewis (1863), Amelia (1863), Emma (1865) and Magdalene
or Mattie (1868). Frederick’s wife Lydia was born about 1829 and died before 1900. The 1900
census shows Frederick living with his son Lewis in Union Township of Snyder County. The
census says Lewis was a pauper and a cripple.

•    Little more is known about Lewis and Catharine’s daughters Anna Newman and Leha
Kerstetter.
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 •    David H. and Sarah S. lived in Perry Township of Snyder Country. The names of their
children were: Diana (1857-1862), Catharine (1861-), Janie (1862-1862), Henry (1864-1925),
George (1865-), Milton 1867-1878), Nathanial (1867-1869), Samuel (1869-), Sarah
(1873-1878), David (1875-1878) and William (1877-1895). Many of the children are buried in
Abrogast’s Cemetery at Zion’s Church in Perry Township. Seven of the children died young,
three of them in an apparent epidemic in December 1878.5 

•    John L. lived in Chapman Township. He and his second wife Sophia C. Rhoades had two
children, Jennie Kerstetter and Carrie Scholl.6 John, his first wife Mary Minerva, and Sophia all
are buried at Hall’s Church.

•    Henry and his wife Susan Portzline lived in Chapman Township. . Henry was a boatman
and died in a boating accident on the canal along the Susquehanna River. He and Susan are
buried at Hall’s Church and share a single tombstone with Lewis and Catharine. Their children
were: William (1864-1914), Uriah (1865-1939), Blanton Forest (1867-1940), Lillie (1869-),
Jerome (1873-1920), Kate (1876-) and Abraham (1881-1948).

ENDNOTES

1. Friederich was born about March 18, 1766, and died Sept. 18, 1841. Catarina was born
Aug. 24, 1779, and died Oct. 18, 1866. Both are buried in St. John’s United Brethren
Church Cemetery in Chapman Township, according to Tombstone Inscriptions of Snyder
County, compiled by George W. Wagenseller (Middleburg, Pa.: Wagenseller Publishing
Co., 1904). After Friederich’s death, Catarina lived with the family of their son John
Herrold.
 
The 1880 census report on Lewis and Catharine said Catharine’s parents were born in
Württemberg, but several OneWorldTrees on Ancestry.com say they were born in
Pennsylvania.

2. Snyder County Marriages, 1835-1899, compiled by George W. Wagenseller
(Middleburg: Wagenseller Publishing Co., 1899), census records.

3. “Records of Botschaft Lutheran and Reformed Church,” translated by Rev. Karl Schild.
A copy is available in the genealogical section of the Pennsylvania State Library in
Harrisburg.

4. There were one or two other Fredericks of the same age in Chapman Township during
the mid 1800s. However, most of the children of Lewis and Catharine lived in a tight
family cluster, so it was not difficult to find the right Frederick.
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5.       Tombstone Inscriptions of Snyder County.

6. John L. left a will that was filed in the Snyder County Courthouse on Jan. 10, 1921.
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